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EXCERPTS  FROM  THE  HISTORY  OF  } 
CABIN  ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

AS  IT  MIGHT  HAVE  BEEN 
ARRANGED  BY  RALPH  SUMNER  WITH  HELP  FROM 
HISTORY  OF  SANDY  PLAIN  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
AND  MINUTES  OF  THE 
CABIN  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH  AND 
•     CONVERSATIONS  WITH  LEADING  MEMBERS 
UPON  THE  50th  ANNIVERSARY  OF  THE  CHURCH 
NOVEMBER  30,  1938         NOVEMBER  26,  1989 

Well  let  me  tell  you  about  the  Cabin  Original 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church.  You  see  we  were  once  a 
part  of  another  Church.  It  was  the  Sandy  Plain 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church.  That  Church  was  a  good 
size  church  with  almost  200  members.  There  were 
some  very  good  people  and  leaders  in  that  church. 
The  Church  had  outgrown  the  building  and  it  was 
getting  to  the  place  it  needed  some  major  repairs. 
There  was  much  talk  as  to  what  to  do.  There  was 
some  who  wanted  to  move  to  another  location  and 
build  while  there  was  others  who  wanted  to  remain 
in  the  same  place  and  repair. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  deside  what  to 
do.  This  committee  was  R.  C.  Kennedy,  Willie  Mercer, 
Pannie  Rhodes,  George  Rhodes  and  Weils  Thomas. 
They  desided  to  bring  it  to  the  church  and  let  them 
vote  on  it.  So  on  November  25,  1938  a  meeting  was 
caLLED  AND  THE  VOTE  TAKEN.  There  was    69  who  voted 
to  remain  at  the  original  site  and  63  who  voted  to 
move . 

Since  the  number  was  so  large  to  move  it  was 
desided  by  the  smaller  group  to  begin  another  church. 


So  on  Wednesday  night,  November  30,  1938  the 
group  met  in  the  home  of  Rev.  G.  W.  Kennedy  for 
the  purpose  of  organizing  what  is  now  called  Cabin 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church.  Rev.  G.  W. 
Kennedy  acted  as  the  moderator.  After  singing 
"Have  Thine  Own  Way,  Lord"  Rev.  Kennedy  spoke 
saying  —  "My  Dear  Brothers  and  Sisters,  We  have 
met  tonight  to  organize  a  Free  Will  Baptist  Church. 
The  Scriptures  tells  us  in  Psalms  121:1  !M  Except 
the  Lord  build  the  house  they  labor  in  vain  who 
build  it"1.  We  want  to  be  sure  the  Lord  is  leading 
in  our  deliberations.  I  feel  that  we  should  spend 
some  time  in  Prayer,  petitioning  the  Lord  in  this 
most  important  undertaking.  I  am  going  to  request 
that  we  spend  30  minutes  in  private  and  public 
prayer.  Let  us  pray." 

Now  after  a  period  of  time  in  prayer  everyone 
felt  at  ease  to  proceed  in  orgainizing.  A  time  of 
singing  led  by  Sam  Kennedy  and  Pannie  Rhodes  at  the 
pinao  more  scriptures  were  read  and  the  rules  and 
regulations  were  read  and  explained.  The  first  item 
of  business  was  to  elect  a  Pastor.  A  motion  was 
made  and  seconed  and  carried  that  Rev.  G.  W.  Kennedy 
be  our  Pastor.  Then  the  roll  was  called  by  Brother 
Tobie  Mercer,  who  was  the  Clerk  of  the  Original 
Church.  It  was  explained  that  if  you  wanted  to  be 
a.  member  of  the  new  Church  to  answer  "HERE"  if 
you  did  not  answer  your  name  would  remain  on  the 
original  roll  at  Sandy  Plain. 


Let  us  hear  the 


roll 


call  of  the  charter  members. 


j.  f.  mercer 
j.  h.  mercer 
g.  w.  kennedy 
eddie  hall 
willie  mercer 
johnnie  kennedy 
roy  kennedy 
tobie  mercer 
amon  kennedy 
Leslie  Kennedy 
flave  mercer 
lewis  i.  mercer 
dock  baker 
george  c.  kennedy 
ralph  mercer  . 

FRANK  MERCER  Jr. 
FOY  KENNEDY 
WEILS  THOMAS 
FRANK  RHODES 
GEORGE  RHODES 
HUEIGH  RHODES 
SIDNEY  KENNEDY 
SAM  KENNEDY 
CLEVE  DEVENPORT 
HERMAN  SMITH 
0.  L.  PARKER 
C.  L.  MERCER 
CALVIN  R.  MERCER 
ALTON  JONES 
JAMES  ANDERSON 
DAVE  MERCER 


JULIA  J.  MERCER 
BETTY  J.  MERCER 
ELIZABETH  MERCER 
LOLA  E.  KENNEDY 
SALLIE  A.  SUMNER 
LUCY  HALL 
MAGGIE  BAKER 
ANGIE  RHODES 
PICCOLA  KENNEDY 
VEVIE  THOMAS 
NORA  MILLER 
VAVIE  MERCER 
DOLLIE  MILLER 
PANNIE  RHODES 
EFFIE  MERCER 
IRENE  MERCER 
BEULAH  MERCER 
LILLIAN  MERCER 
ETHEL  RHODES 

EUNICE  MAE  THOMAS  NOBLES 
MARY  EIILS  T.  CALLAHAN 
OPAL  LANIER 
HAZEL  RHODES 
DORIS  MERCER  JONES 
ETHEL  MAE  KENNEDY 
MINNIE  DEAVENPORT 
JOSEPHINE  MERCER 
ATHELINE  KENNEDY 
CHRISTINE  MOORE 
JOE  LILLA  PEEDE 
PRUDDIE  PARKER 
MARY  MOORE 
BETTIE  KENNEDY 
NANNIE  MAE  JONES 
BESSIE  JONES 
MAUDE  BAKER 
ADA  STROUD 

EVELYN  MERCER  THIGPEN 
CAROLINA  RHODES 
PEARL  MERCER 


JIMMIE  THOMAS 
CHARLIA  RHODES 
MARY  SUMNER 
LOLA  FAYE  KENNEDY 

We  would  like  to  recoginize  all  those  who  are 
still  living  who  were  charter  members. 

After  the  roll  call  a  motion  was  made  and 
seconed  and  passed  to  retain  all  officers  in  their 
same  position  who  were  on  the  old  roll.  They  were. 

Clerk:  Brother  Tobie  Mercer 

Deacons:  Brothers  Willie  Mercer;  J.  H.  Mercer 
Ruling  Elders:  Brothers  Eddie  Hall;  J.  H. 
Mercer ,  Frank  Rhodes . 

'Trustees:  Brothers  Eddie  Hall;  J.  F.  Mercer; 

Weils  Thomas.  ----- 

Treasurer:  Mrs.  Pannie  Rhodes.. 

It  was  agreeded  to  have  services  on  the  fourth 
Sundays  in  each  month  so  it  would  not  conflict 
with  the  other  churches. 

It  was  agreeded  that  Sam  Kennedy  be  the  song 
leader  and  that  Pannie  Rhodes  be  the  pianist. 

At  this  time  Sister  Lola  Kennedy  spoke  up  and 
said,  "Well  I  guess  I  might  as  well  give  the  Church 
my  piano. 

The  name  was  agreeded  upon  as  "Cabin  Original 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church." 

Rev.  Kennedy  then  announced  "Well  if  we  are 
going  to  have  a  church  we  should  have  a  building 
committee.  It  was  Will  Mercer,  Frank  Mercer  and 
George  Kennedy , 


Then  Rev.  Kenndy  announced  that  we  would 
receive  the  first  offering  for  the  new  Church. 

As  we  look  around  we  see  such  women  as  Sister 
Caroline  Rhodes  and  Bettie  Jean  Mercer  take  their 
hankerchief  and  begin  to  untie  the  corners  to  get 
their  money.  And  the  men  to  reach  in  their  pockets 
and  bring  out  their  pocket  purse  to  get  their 
money ,  As  the  plate  was  passed  we  hear  the  coins 
as  they  hit  the  metal  pie  plate  as  it  was  being 
passed . 

The  timber  for  the  church  was  cut  off  the 
Eliza  Mercer  track  of  woods  and  hauled  to  the  mill 
to  be  made  into  lumber. 

Of  course  there  was  no  elicticty  in  this  area 
at  this  time  so  the  Aladen  lamps  were  the  only 
sourse  of  light  at  night. 

Brother  Calvin  Mercer  a  young  man  at  that  time 

was  appointed  to  build  fires  and  to  keep  the  lamps 

filled  and  lighted.  He  was  paid  $1.50  per  month 

for  his  services.  Later  Brother  Norwood  Mercer  was 

made  the  caretaker  of  the  stoves  and  lamps. 

OTHER  BITS  AND  PIECES 

October  2,  1940  Brother  Sam  Kennedy  was  licened 
to  preach  for  12  months 

Fourth  Sunday  in  April  1941  the  church  was  dedicated 
and  Rev.  J.  W.  Alford  was  invited  to  preach  the 
dedication  sermon. 

June  1941  the  building  committee  was  dismissed. 
September  1941  Brother  Sam  Kennedy's  license  was 
renewed . 

J.  H.  Mercer  died  March  12,  1942 

Rev.  G.  W.  Kennedy  died  Feburary  3,  1942 


September  1943  Commmittee  appointed  to  look  after 
painting  the  church.  They  were  Walter  Rhodes,  Weils 
Thomas,  Flave  Mercer. 

March  1944  Rev.  Clifton  Rice  elected  to  hold  a  weeks 
revival . 

October  14,  1945  there  was  a  called  meeting  to  vote 
on  Sunday  School  rooms.lt  was  voted  to  build. 
September  1946  Brother  Tobie  Mercer  resigned  as 
clerk  Brother  Calvin  Mercer  elected  in  his  place. 
June  21,  1946  Agreeded  that  Weils  Thomas,  Flave 
Mercer;,  Calvin  Mercer  be    Building  Committee. 
September  27,  1947  Agreeded  to  stART  ON  Sunday 
School  rooms. 

September  24,  1949  Ralph  Mercer  appointed  Trustee. 
March  1954  Calvin  Mercer,  Frank  Mercer,  Rolland 
Callahan  appointed  to  put  a  sign  in  front  of  church, 
this  was  later  resended. 

June  21,  1958  Voted  to  build  parsonage.  Committee 
was  Weils  Thomas,  Calvin  Mercer,  Flave  Mercer. 
Brother  Weils  would, t  accept.  Brothers  Walter 
Rhodes  and  Roy  Kennedy  was  appointed..  January 
8,  1959  Agreeded  to  borrow  $5,000.00  at  6%  interest 
from  Waccomaw  Bank  to  build  parsonage. .  Totla  ;cost 
of  Parsonage  was  $8,869.97. 

March  10,  1966  . Recommended  to— build- New  Education 
building .Committee  were  Mary  Ellis  Callahan,  Edna— — — 
Ruth  Mercer,  Flave  Mercer,  Norwood  Mercer  and  A*  R. 
Mercer.  ----- 

Feburary  2.,  1969  Voted  to  purchase  4  or  5  acres 

of  land  from  Ralph  Mercer  behind  church  for  $8,000. 

00  . 

March  13,  1969  Voted  to  go  on  full  time. 
September  9,  1970  'Young  Adult  Sunday  School  class 
took  as  a  class  project  to  purchase  air  conditioner 
and  heating  system. 

Voted  on  September  12,  1973  to  go  ahead  with  build- 
ing   of  Educational  plant  according  to  plans. 

The  Womens  Auxilary  has  always  been  very  active. 
They  have  spent  many  hours  making  quilts,  tying 
tobacco  selling  products  to  raise  funds  for  special 
projects  for  their  church. 

We  are  very  proud  of  the  house  that  Walter  and 
Pannie  Rhodes  donated  to  the  church  for  a  parsonage. 


Also  the  steple  donated  by  the  Callahan  family. 

There  are  so  many  things  we  would  like  to 
mention  that  has  been  donated  but  space  will  not 
permit.  Such  as  —  The  Communion  Set;  The  Altar 
set;  The  Organ;  The  Chandeliers;  The  Copy  MACHINE: 
The  sign  in  front  of  the  church;  The  playgroung, 
and  much,  much  more. 

The  church    owns  the  Cemetary  and  keeps  it  up. 

A  LIST  OF  THE  PASTORS 

REV.  .  G.  W.  KENNEDY 

REV.  LLOYD  VERNON 

REV.  D.  W.  HANSLEY 

REV.  W.  L.  JERNIGAN 

REV.  L.  E.  BALLARD 

REV.  J.  B.  STARNS 

REV.  KENNETH  GASKILL 

REV.  J.  B.  STARNES 

REV.  JOSEPH  INGRAM 

REV.  WALTER  SUTTON 

REV.  DAVID  C.  HANSLEY 

REV.  FRANCIS  GARNER 

REV.  LUTHER  SWINSON 

REV.  JAMES  NOAH  WEBSTER 

REV.  WILLIAM  L,  LITTLETON 

REV.  CARL  D.  LYONS 

REV.  ORVIN  EVERETT  JR. 

REV.  RALPH  SUMNER 


